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Connecting beautiful motifs can be just as enjoyable as crocheting them. Edie Eckmanâ€™s

creative joining techniques allow you to easily combine multiples to form a whole new pattern, from

lacy links, swirls, radiants, and wheels to three-dimensional effects. Step-by-step instructions,

detailed photography, and innovative stitching charts ensure success. With 100 brand-new motif

designs at your fingertips, youâ€™ll be free to explore limitless variations and capture your own

personal style.Â 
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Connect the Shapes Crochet Motifs- Creative Techniques for Joining Motifs of All Shapes by Edie

Eckman is both a crochet techniques book and a motif pattern book.In the first part of the book, the

author goes over the basics about how to read international crochet notation or charted patterns

and combine that with a text pattern for very clear instruction on how to work the pattern. She

discusses color theory and balance, then gets into the techniques. Joining motifs, especially those

with picots, mesh or lace edging can be tricky. With a solid edge, you can just slip stitch, sew or

single crochet the motifs together. Join as you go or JAYGo edgings can be more difficult. She

walks you through, step by step with clear instructions and good photographs with bright yarn that's

easy to see how to do those joins in a few different methods. Advanced beginning and intermediate

crocheters will appreciate the clear instructions. I learned a few things that make for smoother, nicer

joins. She also discusses ways to adapt a pattern to a bulky yarn, or for a different effect. Some

threads for example would make picots too tiny to join with the chain 3, so she suggests up sizing



those picots. For bulky yarns and bigger motifs, they can become distorted, for those, she suggests

ways to reshape the corners for less distortion.My favorite crochet books aren't full of patterns for

finished projects, they are stitch techniques and motifs for creating my own projects. This book is

going on that shelf. The one with the stitch guides and motifs that I refer to when starting a new

shawl or another project. My favorite motifs are the kind that tessellate together nicely which means

3, 4 or 6 sides. There are a lot of them in this book.
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